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DRAFT Minutes for Bute Community Council Meeting held on 17 July 2019 at The Museum  Rothesay 
 
Those Present:  Marlene Hill  Chairman, John McCallum  Vice Chairman, 

Jan Cochrane, Ronnie Falconer  Planning Representative, Iain Gillespie, 
John Graham  Website Advisor, Hamish Kirk, Robert Macintyre  Transport Representative, 
Keith McIntyre  Acting Treasurer, Ian McKay, Iain Morrison. 
Ruth Tyler  Secretary 
Andy Revill - Reporter with The Isle of Bute News,  Councillor Len Scoullar. 
The Curator of the Museum, Sergeant Scott Stewart - representative from the police force. 
29 members of the public. 
 

Marlene Hill said that if anyone couldn’t hear, a microphone was available which could be passed to the speaker.  
She asked that anyone having anything to say should speak through the Chair, saying what they meant, and not 
resorting to being a ‘Keyboard Warrior’. 

 
Apologies: Duncan Ferguson, Councillor Jim Findlay, Councillor Jean Moffat. 
Declarations of Interest: None. 
Adoption of the previous draft Minutes: 
 
Ronnie Falconer proposed, Jan Cochrane seconded.  Later in the meeting Ronnie Falconer retracted the proposal. 
[Changes are to be made to the minutes of 19 June 2019]. 
 
Police Report – Sergeant Stewart 
No major crimes reported in June, however they were asked to deal with 161 incidents, 23 were crime related. Of 
those 23 crimes there had been 1 assault, 4 acts of vandalism, and 2 thefts reported. 
 
The council and the public also discussed the following 
 
Penalties for parking on pavements - this is part of the transport Scotland bill and offences of this nature are 
managed by the police 
 
Abandoned Vehicles – Concern has been raised regarding the increase in abandoned vehicles on the island, this is 
despite them being reported in the appropriate manner. Councillor Scoullar advised the challenge to move them is 
made harder as the owners will not admit their own the vehicles for various reasons. Councillor Scoullar has 
requested further details of the vehicles of concern and he will make further enquiries. 
 
Excessive speeding – Members of the public have raised concerns regarding individuals speeding on the island. 
Sergeant Stewart said the police were aware and were trying to combat this, they were looking at traffic calming 
measures and there is a speed camera on the island.   
 
Invited Guest: - Marlene Hill 
Marlene Hill introduced Andy Revill - Reporter with The Isle of Bute News.  In future he will attend most of the Bute 
Community Council meetings.  
 
Councilor Findlay’s Report: 
 
White wooden benches, they were going to be refurbished this year, however according to local officials, due to 
financial and manpower cuts, there was now no-one to take the benches up to the depot.   
 
Councilor Scoullar said It had been suggested that the white benches should be taken away, and the black [metal] 
ones spaced out, but they had all been provided by family members, who chose the site that their loved ones liked, 
and these benches shouldn’t be unbolted. 
 
 
Grass cutting had been started and then halted.  Councilor Scoullar advised because of previous long-term sickness, 
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and holidays, the workforce were still trying to catch up, but most places had had the first cut, however refuse 
collections still must come first.  He reiterated that Joe McCabe was upset at the delays.   
 
Railings It has been reported that railings had been knocked over in Guildford Square, which didn’t appear to be 
damaged.  Councilor Scoullar will look into this. 
 
Roads at Port Bannatyne, by the traffic lights.  Councilor Scoullar said the road works should have been finished in 
June, but there has been no-one working there, again due to lack of manpower, He will chase this up. 
 
West Church recycling area A member of the public highlighted this area was untidy. Marlene Hill said it was fly 
tipping and there wasn’t the manpower to clear it.  It was mentioned that the water there might be a spring. 
 
De-listing of the old school site.  Councilor Scoullar said that previously he had tried to get the building de-listed, but 
it was refused, as a ‘perfect example of architecture’. He said the site is Listed, as well as the building, and that the 
top building has been sold to Fyne Homes to develop, but the new Government changed how housing was financed.  
Ronnie Falconer said he was pressing the matter because he understood more recently from the Council Officer 
concerned that the de-listing might now be on the basis of dilapidation.  Councilor Scoullar said it is for sale but no-
one wants it.  Ronnie Falconer asked that Councilor Finlay pursue this matter.   
 
20 families with problems were being moved to Bute.  A member of the public raised concern that they had heard 
that 20 families were moving to the island and if this was the case services are already stretched to the limit.  
Councilor Scoullar had not heard about this, not even as a proposal. 
 
Japanese Knotweed at West Church Car Park, concern is that if it spreads it will be very expensive to deal with.  A 
request was made to Councilor Scoullar to ensure that Argyll and Bute Council would deal with the matter urgently.  
Robert Macintyre commented that Japanese Knotweed is about to flower, usually the last week of July, or beginning 
of August, and it should be sprayed for 3 consecutive years.  Marlene said Mount Stuart hope to do something about 
it.  Councilor Scoullar said he had been asked to join their committee concerning invasive species.  He will report 
back at the next Bute Community Council meeting. 
 
Bute Dialysis Unit - Hamish Kirk: 
Hamish Kirk has a personal interest in this, as he has dialysis 3 days a week in Greenock.  He was concerned to see on 
Facebook lots of posts (which had been triggered by a post from Shirley McFarlane, [Secretary for the Bute Kidney 
Patients Support Group] who said one of the kidney charities had failed to provide £47,000.  Hamish Kirk said many 
people had misread her article and comments on Facebook to mean that the Dialysis Unit was not going ahead.  
Hamish Kirk said it is going ahead, and there has just been a hiccup with funding.  John McCallum asked how many 
people from Bute go to Greenock for dialysis every week.  Hamish Kirk said four, and one from Tighnabruaich.  He 
said there are more waiting   He said the local paper summed it up very well, they called it a bump in the road, he 
said that is all it is. 
 
Bus Stop near Foley Court – Hamish Kirk: 
Hamish Kirk said again someone had posted on Facebook regarding the bus stop at Foley Court which was taken 
away, although bus drivers will still stop there, if you ask them.  He said there was a story amongst the residents of 
Foley Court that the other bus stop across the One of the residents went on Facebook and pointed out that Foley 
Court has a lot of elderly, frail, disabled residents, who rely on the bus to get into town and back. We got in touch 
with Argyll and Bute Council, who sent someone down the next day to speak to someone in Administration at Foley 
the official said there are no plans to move the bus stop, which also serves the Leisure Centre.  John McCallum said it 
had been moved, beyond the hospital entrance.  John McCallum will make further enquire. 
 
Waste Management: - Emma Thomas 
Emma Thomas spoke concerning this.  Questions were raised as to how they intend to do the composting. Emma 
said Fyne Futures had already run trials, a few years ago, when 50 households took part.  Fyne Futures had 
established that composting could be done, on the island. 
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Emma said that currently food waste isn’t collected, it all goes to landfill, but from 2021 it will be illegal to send any 
biodegradable waste to landfill, so things are going to have to change.  She said vegetable peelings, eggshells, stale 
bread, scrapings off the dinner plates, etc. could be composted on the island, along with garden waste, in a special 
enclosed unit which reaches higher temperatures, so there would be no vermin.  She said there are plenty of viable 
systems available, it is just a question of funding it for the community.  They are proposing that there should be an 
island wide collection.  All of the food waste would be composted and heat/power could possibly be generated from 
it, and certainly they could create high quality compost, which could be used by Bute Produce, and be sold to the 
public, generating an income, something that would benefit everybody.  She said there would be fewer rats in the 
bins, as food waste would be collected elsewhere.  She said that at the time of the previous trial, the “Isle of Bute 
Council” couldn’t fund it., but now was a good opportunity to revisit the issue.  She said that Argyll and Bute Council 
know that they will need to make changes soon, and the current waste management contract with Renewi is due to 
come to an end a couple of years later. 
 
Marlene raised concerns if members of the public would use the service effectively, Emma was confident it would be 
used correctly if they were given clear instruction, as people want good services. She said that 80% of Scotland now 
collects food waste, and it works.  She said that from the environmental point of view, it had to be dealt with 
properly, and it could move forward through Fyne Futures. 
 
She said there is a short and simple consultation online for a few more days, on the Argyll and Bute Council website. 
It is a chance for people to say they want this scheme, and they don’t want their food waste processed off island .         
 
Jan Cochrane asked how often the collections would be made, and was told that although talks are only at an early 
stage, it was hoped that it would be a weekly collection.  It was mentioned that more [recycling] bins would be 
expensive, and space consuming.  Iain Gillespie asked if the collections would run in tandem with recycling, and was 
told that there would have to be a separate vehicle.  Ronnie Falconer said it was an admirable concept but Bute 
Community Council did not have sufficient funding behind them, although they could show support and hopefully 
they would hear back as to progress. 
 
A member of the public asked about garden waste and was told that there would have to be an alternative 
collection method.  Marlene Hill asked how many people were involved - at the moment three.  The member of the 
public hoped that Argyll and Bute Council would support them. 
 
Councillor Scoullar said that they are committed to Renewi (which was with Shanks) for the time being, but if once 
she gets the facts and figures together, he will come along and bring someone with him.  A member of the public 
mentioned that it had been tried in Helensburgh for 5 years but it had been stopped, because it was too costly. 
 
Matters Arising From The Minutes: 
Ronnie Falconer referred to the old school site, and asked if Marlene Hill had been able to contact Historic Scotland, 
unfortunately she hadn’t, as she had been very busy with Bute in Bloom. 
 
Councillor Scoullar spoke concerning Choose Bute, Love Bute, saying the Argyll and Bute Council had never intended 
to drop the name of Bute, but Argyll and Bute need to attract 10,000 more people to live in Argyll and Bute by 2027, 
to maintain the [council] services as they are.  The Press Department, and the Communications Department of the 
council are going to run a special day at a venue in Rothesay, either on 20 or 22 August, to encourage local people to 
be involved in how they would like the island to be represented, it is about promoting Bute, highlighting 
opportunities for business, and life on the island as a whole. 
 
2 members of BCC have been invited to attend and Marlene has put her name forward, however concern was raised 
as many felt that 2 members were not enough to represent the interests of the island and wondered if the invite 
could be increased. Councillor Scoullar didn’t know the answer and suggested it may be limited due to venue and 
that other and that representatives of other organisations would also need to attend. It was suggested by members 
to change the venue to a bigger venue, such as the campus. 
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Iain Morrison said that if it was as important as Councillor Scoullar had said, i.e. that the future of the council could 
be at stake, and he wanted the community to be involved and asked if Councillor Scoullar could find out if the invites 
could be increased.  Ronnie Falconer will succinctly convey the feeling of the meeting. 
 
Councillor Scoullar asked that the public or BCC members put ideas forward.  (Website: workingtogether@argyll-
bute.gov.uk and telephone number 01546 604390 before Friday 9 August 2019. 
 
A member of the public said it had been a year and a half, and it was still only being talked about, she asked why 
there were separate logos, she said it used to be Argyll and Bute.  Councillor Scoullar said he would speak to Argyll 
and Bute Council the following day. 
 
Councillor Scoullar said it was ready to be put into circulation but it was not done, because of the tragic death of 
Alesha, it didn’t seem right for people to be happy at that time, then there was the ceremony concerning the bench, 
so it was the wrong time again.  Iain Morrison said everyone would understand that, it seemed perfectly reasonable 
and very sensitive. 
 
[The day after the BCC meeting Ronnie Falconer rang Julie Millar who works for Jane Jarvie in Communications.  He 
conveyed the strong feelings of the BCC meeting, including the desultory allocation of two places at the Choose 
Bute, Love Bute Meeting for BCC attendees, and the feeling that it is time to move on, with no further delay in 
launching this initiative.  These points are being taken on board and Julie Millar will get in touch with Ronnie 
Falconer, once details have been progressed.  The meeting is to be the launch of Choose Bute, Love Bute, but ideas 
for further promoting Bute will be welcomed].  [Following the BCC meeting Councillor Scoullar also spoke with 
Kilmory, and he feels that it is not “desultory“, as the numbers are restricted because local people, other community 
groups, organisations, and businesses needed to be accommodated]. 
 
Alesha’s Bench 
A member of the public said that after the last BCC meeting it had been brought to his attention that moving the 
pink bench had been discussed.  Marelne said the e-mail had come from Mount Stuart, asking BCC’s opinion on the 
memorial garden at The Port.  The member of the public had looked up the Agenda, there was an item - Memorial 
Garden - Mount Stuart.  He questioned how anyone had thought that was an appropriate heading to get interested 
parties along to the meeting, there was no mention of Alesha MacPhail, he would have thought it was a memorial 
garden at Mount Stuart.  He thought the Agenda was very misleading.  Iain Morrison agreed that the heading was 
misrepresentative but was purely an error. 
 
The member of the public said there had been a statement that people had asked for the pink bench to be moved.  
He asked why, if the Memorial Garden was being discussed, that the item of the pink bench had come up.  Marlene 
Hill said that people do discuss things. Marlene said she had a lot of mothers approach her about the pink bench, she 
was just quoting what they had said.  It wasn’t her complaint.  A member of the public said that if the children were 
frightened of the bench, then the parents should educate their own children.  She asked who had complained about 
the pink bench.  Marlene Hill said they had asked not to be named.  The member of the public asked if it had been 
done officially, if it had been in writing.  A member of the public wanted everything brought to the Chair in writing, 
and said there was no proof without that.  Marlene Hill said they were not looking for proof.  Jan Cochrane said they 
are there as representatives of Bute Community Council, to bring forward what the public say, they public don’t 
want to put it in a letter, they want to talk to someone and have it discussed.  
 
A member of the public said that everyone was very upset as it was a very sensitive matter, and that the community 
should pull together as a community.  
 
Iain Morrison said he couldn’t personally understand anyone complaining about the bench, but equally he knew 
Marlene Hill well enough that if she said someone was concerned, then there is concern.  He thought people had 
attended the meeting with an understanding that there was something underway to have the bench moved, and 
wouldn’t be down to the Community Council.  He wanted to assure everyone there that Bute Community Council 
was in no way involved in any action to have the bench moved. 
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A member of the public spoke about the problem with minutes, and said it should be cleared up.  He said the 
heading was unfortunate. He said there should be clarification as to what was said in the minutes.  Bute Community 
Council couldn’t just walk away from it, it needed to say where it stands, what its powers are, and where it sits in 
relation to the pink bench.  He thought a lot depended on how tonight’s minutes were written up. 
 
Marlene Hill said the pink bench was not up to Bute Community Council, they are there for people that come with 
problems, or wanting advice, or if they want to speak to them, they have no opinion on benches. 
 
A member of the public mentioned that Bute Community Council said they did not need proof.  He referred to page 
8 of the Bute Community Council pamphlet, quoting from The Code of Conduct, “that it was a good idea to 
encourage people to bring issues to you, so that you can take them up at council meetings.  Try to check out the 
facts however, before taking the matter before the council or other public authority, and if there are two sides to 
the story, make sure that both are put forward.”  Marlene Hill said she knew what the member of public was there 
for and was asked to explain what she meant, she said she hadn’t meant anything by it, the member of the public 
asked for it to be minuted.  Iain Morrison wanted people to leave feeling reassured and confident in their 
Community Council, and what may or may not have been said, or what may or may not have been, however 
Inaccurately, recorded in the minutes, he hoped that every-one would leave knowing that whatever was put in the 
minutes was put in in good faith, it may not have accurately reflected the tone of the meeting or what was said at 
the meeting, he hoped people would understood the integrity of the people on the Community Council and what 
was recorded, he didn’t think on such a sensitive issue that it was appropriate to move on before people have the 
opportunity to speak. 
 
A member of the public said Marlene Hill had asked Joe McCabe if it was possible for the bench to be moved out.  
Marlene Hill said she did not ask Joe McCabe that.  The member of the public said Joe McCabe said Marlene Hill 
came to him and asked if the bench could be moved, and was told no because that is where the family want it, and 
his team work with the family and the council to have it in a place that the family were happy with.  Marlene Hill said 
she would speak to Joe McCabe.  John McCallum asked if anyone wanted the bench moved.  The member of the 
public said no. 
 
Iain Morrison said he was certain that if there was a show of hands at tonight’s meeting he was confident it would 
reflect 100% being in favour of the bench remaining where it is.  He asked if that would satisfy the public, if it was 
recorded in the Minutes. 
 
A member of the public stipulated that the minutes should go out promptly.   
 
flowers on the bench.  Marlene Hill said she will speak to Joe McCabe”.  Iain Gillespie said he hadn’t said anything 
about flowers. 
 
Bute community council will ensure that the minutes reflect any future conversation before releasing to the public. 
They will ensure that the minutes are transparent and represent the community in the manner by which they are 
intended. 
 
Bute Community council would like to go on record to state that at no time now or in the future would they be 
looking to suggest the bench is moved and fully support the benches location and would like to thank everyone who 
was involved in provideing such a thoughtful memorial to remember Alesha. 
 
Community Emergency Plan Report - Ronnie Falconer: nothing to report. 
 
Flood Risk: Ronnie Falconer 
Talked about concern of a flood risk to Rothesay via drainage system/seepage, despite the fact that there is a flood 
wall.  The good news is that after a long patient wait, there is going to be an inspection by Argyll and Bute Council of 
the culverted section of the Mill Lade, either at the beginning of August, or the beginning of September 2019, 
dependent upon the tide. 
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Ronnie Falconer said that SEPA are planning to come to the island, to undertake a review of the threshold levels at 
which flood warnings are issued to Rothesay and other parts of the island. 
 
A member of the public commented that a bag of rubbish and overgrown plants at the lade causes flooding.  She 
asked Ronnie Falconer if that was the area they were talking about -  the culverted section.   Ronnie Falconer said no 
but it was worth bringing this to the attention of Argyll and Bute Council, because the council have a duty for 
maintenance of watercourses in general. 
 
Ronnie Falconer clarified the location, he said it is known that there are drainage pipes there, and when the flood 
wall was built, they were to have valves which prevent the tide, which comes up the Mill Lade culvert, from coming 
up the drainage pipes, and given the concern about flooding of the town, via the drainage pipes, it is planned to 
undertake inspection of the valves, to ensure that they are doing their job. 
 
It was mentioned by a member of the public that the valves had never been inspected so it was good news that 
someone was coming to take a look. As of yet a sample from the bed of the Lade at Foley Burn had still not bene 
taken. 
 
Planning Report - Ronnie Falconer: 
Ronnie Falconer said there were two applications for minor works, the first one was advertised to Bute Community 
Council members, and no comments had been received back, and the second one was for Apple Tree Nursery, which 
came in last Friday so is for the meeting tonight, but he didn’t think there would be any comments.  There were not. 
 
He said the Community Council had the opportunity to submit comments on the Ardtaraig Wind Farm Appeal (at the 
top end of Loch Striven, which if it went ahead could potentially just be seen from Rothesay).  Bute Community 
Council decided last October not to make any comment, either for or against, the proposal, and he proposed that 
they do so again, he had asked for anyone on Bute Community Council to say if they did not agree with that, and no-
one came back, so it is proposed to take no further action on that.  Marlene Hill agreed. 
 
Hunterston Parc:  Ronnie Falconer said it was great that John McCallum had attended the additional meeting for 
Community Councils on 20 June 2019.  John McCallum spoke about Peel Ports, he said they don’t manufacture 
anything, they provide things.  The King George V Docks is owned by Peel Ports, three quarters of the scrap steel and 
metal in Scotland go out through King George V Docks, mainly to Spain.  Peel Ports own the dry dock at Greenock, 
and the container terminal.  The container terminal and the cruise ships need space, so someone will build a floating 
pontoon inside the dry dock, take it down, and moor it at Greenock for the cruise ships to use, which will free up the 
container terminal. 
 
Hunterston Parc are offering to help anyone that comes to build something there.  They have a jetty ready for ships 
to come in, and a railway.  They are looking for customers, they don’t have anybody yet, John McCallum said that 
new boats being built seem to have to fit engines which take Liquid Propane Gas (LPG), so with a deep water jetty, 
they are going to allow any boat to come in, to top up its tank with that, like a petrol station.  The two windmills are 
going to disappear, and the flyover where you go to the roundabout is going to disappear.  They have a dry dock 
there, which is for anyone.  Talking about oil rigs, there are 470 oil rigs out in British waters, and they are going to be 
disappearing quite fast.  He had seen in the paper recently that Korea is building a big barge to take alongside these 
rigs, take the top off, put it in the barge, take it away and reduce it.  He didn’t think rigs will be coming here, they will 
keep to the east coast of the country.  Hunterston Power Station will be closed down by 2030.  They are going to run 
the power generated from wind turbines into Hunterston.  They are hoping for 1,700 jobs, but there are none yet.  
They are selling 30,000 tons of coal to Ireland.  He said there were three people from West Kilbride Community 
Council there.  There is a big interest in batteries which store power from the wind turbines. 
 
Hawks Neb Fish Farm: 
Ronnie Falconer said he had been the sole representative of Bute Community Council at the site visit to Loch Etive 
Fish Farm.It was an opportunity to see how Dawnfresh run other fish farms, and a number of questions were put to 
them.  Liz Wren, Theresa Nelson, and Will Nelson were there representing the community. 
 



 

7 

Ronnie Falconer said he had asked about escapes, and was given a very full answer by the Site Manager there, about 
the escape that occurred recently and it seemed a reasonable explanation as to why it happened, and they are 
addressing it.  
 
Dawnfresh held the planned Drop-in sessions on 25 June 2019 and there appeared to be a good attendance, and he 
has listed in his report a number of issues that were raised at these sessions. 
 
On behalf of Bute Community Council he had invited Dawnfresh to view the site at Hawks Neb, so they could see at 
first hand some of the concerns that residents have about the location.  It turned out to be a very worthwhile 
exercise, covering a number of issues, and some walkers were there.  The issues of exposure, a major shipping lane, 
local fishing in the area, scenic value and a popular walking route were acknowledged. A local resident highlighted 
that currents in that area bring anything along that shore, and deposit at the corner of Kilchattan Bay, and even the 
seaweed can be smelly.  He said it seemed to go well in terms of explaining issues. 
 
A member of the public (Theresa Nelson)  wanted it put in the minutes and on the website that they have launched a 
survey that anyone on the island can fill in, she can’t view it as a paper survey because it is something like 18 pages, 
but they will be setting up some times, when people that don’t use the internet much, can come into the library etc.  
The survey will run until about 20 August 2019, it is for everybody who wants to have a say on what they think of fish 
farms, whether you are for it, against it, or not sure.  There are about 15 questions, there are maps. 
 
She said that Buteiful Coasts have rented the Cinema on 25 August 2019 and are showing a film called Artifishal, free 
to attend, 82 seats.  If it says it is full, put your name down anyway and if there are enough people she will pay for 
extra time, and give a second showing. 
 
Two people who spoke on the Panorama programme on fish farming are both coming to talk, after the film. 
 
Ronnie Falconer thanked Theresa Nelson and said Dawnfresh would presumably now review all the information 
from the drop-in sessions etc, and take stock, but he thinks the Environmental Impact Assessment is likely to go 
ahead.  That might take some time to undertake, so the issue may go quiet, until Dawnfresh decide or not to submit 
the formal planning application, following the undertaking of the Environmental Impact Assessment.  In the mean-
time if Buteiful Coasts can provide a compendium of popular comments that it has received, that will be very helpful, 
so Bute Community Council can take a view on any planning application. 
 
Treasurer’s Report Keith McIntyre said he has brought all the accounts down, but he is no longer Treasurer, he 
resigned from the role in April 2019 but agreed to stay on for the time being.  John McCallum said he had sent the 
reports to Karen Campbell at Lochgilphead. 
 
Keith McIntyre said he won’t sign cheques but expenses can be voted through - Marlene Hill said keep it as it is. 
 
Update on Website - John Graham: 
John Graham said he had been working very hard on the website.  He thanked everybody for their feedback.  There 
were 941 ‘hits’ on the website last month which is very good.  He has received lots of contact forms.  Feedback is 
that people want the minutes sooner. 
 
He said he has now reclaimed the Facebook page and will try and keep the content up to date. 
 
Licensing Report - Jan Cochrane: 7 September 2019 a wedding @ Mount Stuart. 
 
Transport Report - Robert Macintyre: 
Robert Macintyre quoted from the CalMac Port Manager.  There have been no ferry cancellations for Rothesay this 
month. The Rothesay pier works commenced on 29 March 2019, and are expected to end on 22 July 2019. 
The refurbishment of the ticket office commenced on 3 June 2019 and is almost complete. Rothesay passengers are 
down by 7,000. The statistics of cars are up, coaches and commercial vehicles are up. 
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Ronnie Falconer was disappointed to see on the CalMac website, that it talks about the potential for delays, and says 
arrive early for ferries at the time of the Highland Games.  There is no mention of the sheepdog trials, there is no 
mention of the possibility of additional sailings, or additional vessels, or any of the measures that we have been 
pressing CalMac to consider.  It seems as though they are just ignoring everything.  He said it was chaos last year, 
with cars in the middle of the road at Wemyss Bay. 
 
Robert Macintyre thought it had run smoothly last year.  He said he had attended a local sheepdog trial and spoke to 
people and they will be coming on Tuesday. The actual day is the Wednesday, prior to the Highland Games.  The 
Highland Games people go home on Saturday afternoon or evening. 
 
Robert Macintyre said ButeFest is Friday 26 July, Saturday 27 July and Sunday 28 July 2019. 
 
Holiday, Leisure and Tourism Report - Marlene Hill: 
Marlene Hill mentioned that it was raining for the ‘Glasgow Fair’.  She said it was a larger Funfair.  John McCallum 
said the Big Wheel was for sale. 
 
Bute in Bloom - Iain Gillespie: Copies of the Report were provided. 
Iain Gillespie said that it was the last Bute Community Council meeting before the Judges’ visit on 5 August 2019.  
There will be planters on the pier, and Bute Berthing have joined in and put their own planters out. The boat owners 
have been asked to put up their bunting too.  Volunteers have been asked to help water the hanging baskets.  They 
had needed help with weeding and in the Rabbit Garden.  The planters had had to be deadheaded.  Those of you 
who have read the route will notice that the Allotment is not there, they were informed by the Allotment Chairman 
that all the members had said if they didn’t get 15 minutes, they weren’t interested, and only Ardencraig gets 15 
minutes.  Iain Gillespie thanked his brother Gordon Gillespie and said he couldn’t have done it without him.  The 
week before the Judges’ visit, on the Judges route, either in the day, or at night your help would be very well 
received.  Iain Gillespie thanked everyone for their very generous donations.  Marlene Hill said there might be some 
helpers from the Rotary. 
 
Health Report - John McCallum: No report. The meeting was cancelled and he hasn’t heard about another. 
Correspondence: Electoral Roll Canvassing - Job Vacancy. [No-one showed any interest] 
 
Argyll and Bute Council - Traffic Calming in Stuart Street  Rothesay.  A member of public bought the following issue 
to the attention of BCC,Marlene Hill said For Bute had been asked to purchase a Sleeping Policeman at £48 (but they 
are not going to do that).  A member of the public said she will pay, rather than have somebody killed in the street - 
Marlene Hill said it must be approved by [Argyll and Bute] Council, and it has to be fitted.  The member of the public 
said that Councillor Findlay was going to take this up.  The member of the public said the report said that it looks like 
nothing might happen because they are talking about the cycle path and if neither of the organisations support the 
traffic calming, it is unlikely that the matter will be resolved,  She said there was supposed to be someone from the 
council coming, the person came on 21 June 2019.   
 
Councillor Scoullar said some time ago he spent a lot of time trying to protect the people who use The Close, up at 
the junction, and he thought about a sleeping policeman but Argyll and Bute Council would not permit one being put 
down, because coming round the corner, people could damage their cars, and the council would be liable.  He was 
told that a better idea would be a 20 mph speed limit, all round the Castle, they asked him if that would be 
acceptable, if they took away one parking bay.  The member of the public said it wouldn’t be enforced.  Marlene Hill 
said the member of the public would have to go through planning.  Marlene Hill asked Councillor Scoullar if he would 
talk to them again. 
 
A member of the public asked when they would be getting the white lines back.  Councillor Scoullar said the 
company have caused the delay because they are reluctant to come to the islands. 
 
 
 
 
Any Other Competent Business: 
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Duncan Ferguson (not present) had notified Bute Community Council that the Coast Guard are seeking sponsorship 
of £50 for 4 x ‘No Parking - Emergency Vehicles Only’ signs for the park, as people are still parking in the way of the 
ambulance.  Could Bute Community Council cover this?  Ronnie Falconer proposed that Bute Community Council did 
so, and Robert Macintyre seconded this proposal. 
 
A member of the public spoke about the Code of Conduct and Best Practice Agreement.  He said he had spoken to 
the Community Councillors before, in 2017, when he spoke about a Community Councillor who accused a BCLC 
Director of misappropriation of funds, at the time he didn’t name the Community Councillor because he didn’t see 
the point in starting a witch hunt, he was there tonight because when he looked at the [Bute Community Council] 
Minutes of the meeting of 20 February 2019, which say that Marlene Hill mentioned there was concern about the 
finances of the forest and that Colintraive forest was also in debt. He said he had been here before when a 
Community Councillor, Marlene Hill, accused a Director, but he had seen the BCLC accounts, they are not in debt, 
the finances are ok.  He said she had wrongly accused a BCLC Director of misappropriation of funds, quite a serious 
allegation, with no evidence, (and the Director had to go to her employer and say what rumours were being said 
about her) and then this year she had accused BCLC of being in debt. (The member of the public said it was minuted, 
but not true, and could have an impact on funding).  He said she raised it in a meeting, but didn’t ask BCLC to be 
there. 
 
He said the Best Practice says the Community Councillor should be assessing its merit and gathering information as 
appropriate, whilst laying aside personal opinion or preferences.  You have a duty to promote and support the 
principles of this Code of Conduct, by leadership and example, to maintain and strengthen the community’s trust 
and confidence in the integrity of the Community Council and its members, in representing the views and needs of 
the local area. You must also promote social inclusion and challenge discrimination in any form. 
 
It is also a good idea to encourage people to bring issues to you, so that you can take them up at council meetings. 
Try to check the facts, however, before taking the matters to the Community Council or other public authority, and if 
there are two sides to the story, make sure that both are put forward.  The member of the public said the chairman 
should remain neutral. 
 
John McCallum asked what they do with their money in the forest.  The member of the public said he wasn’t 
discussing the forest.  He asked what the Code of Conduct was for the Community Councillors here.  He said it is not 
balanced and not fair.  He said in future they can’t have biased opinions put forward, and if an organisation is being 
discussed, they should be invited.  John McCallum said they would take his point, they would make sure in future 
that they won’t step out of line.  He asked if that would satisfy the member of the public.  He reiterated that they 
should look at the impartiality of people at the top, because if they have prejudice, they should say that and step 
out.  (He again mentioned the misappropriation of funds reference, and saying the organisation was in debt, which 
could affect grant applications in the future).  John McCallum said they will take extra care, and make sure they 
don’t cross their lines in future. 

 
A member of the public asked if they were proposing a vote of no confidence in the Chairman. John McCallum said if 
it wasn’t for Marlene Hill there would be no Bute Community Council, as she got it up and running again.  A vote was 
not requested. 
 
The member of the public asked if the Community Council had adopted the protocol from an earlier council, because 
it was not minuted. 
 
He said that in the future if any organisation is to be discussed, that they are invited.  John McCallum agreed to that. 
 
 
 
Actions: 
Abandoned Vehicles: Marlene Hill will give details to Councillor Scoullar who will take it up at Kilmory. 
Adoption of the Minutes of the Meeting of 19 June 2019: Changes are to be made. 
Knocked over railings in Guildford Square: Councillor Scoullar will look into this. 
Road works at Port Bannatyne, by the traffic lights: Councillor Scoullar will ask. 
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De-listing of the old school site: Councillor Finlay to pursue this, and Bute Community Council to write. 
Japanese Knotweed: Councillor Scoullar to ensure that Argyll and Bute Council deal with the matter urgently.  
Bus stop near Foley Court: John McCallum will enquire. 
Waste Management: Bute Community Council to hear back as to progress. Member of the public to get figures to 
meet with Councillor Scoullar and another. 
Choose Bute, Love Bute: Ronnie Falconer to convey feeling of meeting. - Done. Councillor Scoullar to speak to Argyll 
and Bute Council the next day. - Done. Public and BCC members - to put ideas forward. 
Flood Risk: Inspection to take place by Argyll and Bute Council. SEPA to review levels at which flood warnings are 
issued. 
Traffic Calming - Stuart Street: Councillor Scoullar to talk to Argyll and Bute Council. 
Coastguard Sponsorship: Funding to be arranged by BCC 
BCLC: Minutes to be addressed 
 
Ronnie Falconer asked that Bute Community Council meet at Kilchattan Bay in August 2019, (instead of September 
2019) 
 
Marlene Hill thanked the Curator of the Museum, and for the microphone he brought along, and she thanked 
everyone for coming. 
 
Next Meeting: 
Tuesday  20 August 2019 at The Kingarth Hotel  Kingarth  Kilchattan Bay  Isle of Bute  PA20 9LU at 7 pm 
 
[After the BCC meeting on 17 July 2019, it was confirmed that the Function Room at The Kingarth Hotel was booked 
for Tuesday 20 August 2019, from 6.30 pm to 9.30 pm approximately, with the room laid out for 10 or so BCC 
members, and 20 - 30 members of the public. 
 
 
 


